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Words to Keep Them Wild and Free
Worthy of Protection
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almost insurmountable odds typifies the national spirit which led to the growth of our Nation. They are living symbols of

the rugged independence and tirelesseneNH & 2 F 2 dzNJ LJA SeylafeRBdorK(Bitbidoriand InSudé Affairs
Committee), June 25, 1971
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developments. An intensive management program of breeding, branding, and physical care would destroy the very
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-- Senate Report (Interior and Insular Affairs Committee), June 25, 1971
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but it is certainly not so in North America. Horses evolved on this continent only to later disappear, possibly at the hand
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same hand to resume its place among the same animals and plants with which it had evolved. To label the North

American wild horse as an exotic ignores the facts of time and evolutionary history® €

-- Into the Windby Dr. Jay F. Kirkpatrick, 1994
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No Overpopulation
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suggests that continuing drought conditions are resulting in reduced reproductive rates for many wild horse herds
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the Nevada Wildlife Commission, April 2003.
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G hysS ehaor foclises of conservation biology and genetic management of small populations is the preservation of

genetic variability. This topic is of particular relevance to the Wild Horse and Burro Program because the majority of wild

equid populations managed by the BLM are kept at population sizes that are small enough for the loss of genetic

variation to be a real concern. Because a loss of genetic variability can lead to a reduction in fertility or viability of

individuals in a population, it is critical that genetic considerations be included in management plans for wild equid
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University of Kentucky in BLM Resource Notes, No. 27.

a X 2y fofdhe ¥@tierds under active management have a population objective of greater than 150 horses. The

small size of these herds raised concerns about long-term maintenance of genetic viability and questions on the best
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variation over a short period is possible. Low genetic variability can result in decreased fecundity, increased mortality,
decreased disease resistance, and an overall loss 0F @ A-Bigedpr.J. and K.A. Schoenecker, compilars. y I 3 S NA Q
summaryc Ecological studies of the Pryor Mountain Wild Horse Range, 19927. U.S. Geological Survey,

Midcontinent Ecological Sciences Center, Fort Collins, CO, 2000.
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Wild Burros at Appropriate Management L& a4 ¢ . [ aX WdzyS Hnnno®

Wild Horses and Burros as Scapegoats
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removals have taken place, BLM authorized livestock grazing levels have either not been reduced or have been

increased thereby largely negating any reduction in forage consumption. ¢D! h  wS L2 NI Xz aGwl y3ISt I yR
Improvements Needed in Federal Wild2 N&ES t N2 3INJ YZIE | dzadzad wmdpdn d
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Welfare Ranching: The Subsidized Destruction of the American Veelited by George Wuerthner and Mollie

Matteson, 2002
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elusive as the creatures themselves. Wild horse management decisions continue to be made within the BLM on a

political rather than a scientific basis and in the political balance between horse and cow, the cattle industry almost

alwayswins. cPud A O 9YLX 28SSa FT2NJ OYDANRYYSYyllf wSalLlRyairoAit Al
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Beginning a few years after publication of Desertificationand continuing through the mid-1990s, the General

Accounting Office prepared a number of reports ¢ some of them scathing indictments ¢ on the grazing program of both
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western range conditions. -- The Western Range Revisitég Dr. Debra L. Donahue, 1999.
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ranchers and others in the misguided belief that these small numbers of animals pose a competitive threat to the
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1992.

G¢KS I20SNYYSyidaQa 02y iAy dzSmustdngs Dakds iRnkecassary forlprivatelcdinsériatiodzR S
groups to constantly remain alert and follow the administration and enforcement of thelaw. h § KSNB A aS> G KS
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Regenstein, 1975.

Save Money and Wild Horses and Burros
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forage consumption. BLM's livestock grazing management program operates at a substantial loss. Reducing the size of

the domestic livestock program could, if accompanied by proportionate reductions in management costs, generate

significant savings. Further livestock reductions in place of wild horse removals would save the substantial expense of
rounding up and disposing of the horses. --D! h  wSLI2 NI X dawl y3aStlyR alyl3aSyYSyday
Wild Horse Program, August 1990.
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Thomas M. Powers illVelfare Ranching: The Subsidized Destruction of the Amaerid/est edited by George
Wuerthner and Mollie Matteson, 2002
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