
 
 

Words to Keep Them Wild and Free 

Worthy of Protection 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ώǿƛƭŘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊǊƻǎϐ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ people.  The sprit which kept them alive and free against 

almost insurmountable odds typifies the national spirit which led to the growth of our Nation.  They are living symbols of 

the rugged independence and tireless eneǊƎȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦέ  -- Senate Report (Interior and Insular Affairs 

Committee), June 25, 1971 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ ŦǊŜŜ-roaming horses and burros be kept to a 

ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ōƻǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ άȊƻƻƭƛƪŜέ 

developments. An intensive management program of breeding, branding, and physical care would destroy the very 

ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ Χ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŦŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ 

emphasis on protectƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ƳŀƴΦέ 

-- Senate Report (Interior and Insular Affairs Committee), June 25, 1971 

άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ Ǝŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦέ  -- Senate Report (Interior and Insular Affairs Committee), June 25, 1971 

ά²ƛƭŘέ ōȅ bŀǘǳǊŜ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ ƘƻǊǎŜ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄƻǘƛŎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ 

but it is certainly not so in North America.  Horses evolved on this continent only to later disappear, possibly at the hand 

of man.  !ŦǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƭƻŎƪΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

same hand to resume its place among the same animals and plants with which it had evolved.  To label the North 

American wild horse as an exotic ignores the facts of time and evolutionary historyΦέ  

 -- Into the Wind by Dr. Jay F. Kirkpatrick, 1994   

άΧ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ώǿƛƭŘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎϐ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ǎƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘΦ  If these horses are 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΧΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ L 

have come to ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŜƳōƻŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘƻǊǎŜΣέ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦέ   -- The Natural Horse by Jaime Jackson, 1992    

No Overpopulation 

άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ ǿƛƭŘ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊǊƻ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΚ  -- Census data 

suggests that continuing drought conditions are resulting in reduced reproductive rates for many wild horse herds 

throughout Nevada.  Many of bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ ƘŜǊŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ όIa!ǎύ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

ƭŜǾŜƭ ό!a[ύ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ C¸нлллΦέ   --  BLM handout distributed to 

the Nevada Wildlife Commission, April 2003. 

 

 



Words to Keep Them Wild and Free 
Animal Welfare Institute 

 

 

άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ major focuses of conservation biology and genetic management of small populations is the preservation of 

genetic variability. This topic is of particular relevance to the Wild Horse and Burro Program because the majority of wild 

equid populations managed by the BLM are kept at population sizes that are small enough for the loss of genetic 

variation to be a real concern. Because a loss of genetic variability can lead to a reduction in fertility or viability of 

individuals in a population, it is critical that genetic considerations be included in management plans for wild equid 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ -ς  άDŜƴŜǘƛŎ ±ŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ IƻǊǎŜ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ōȅ 9Φ Dǳǎ /ƻǘƘǊŀƴΣ tƘ5ΦΣ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ 

University of Kentucky in BLM Resource Notes, No. 27. 

άΧ ƻƴƭȅ нр҈ of the 186 herds under active management have a population objective of greater than 150 horses.  The 

small size of these herds raised concerns about long-term maintenance of genetic viability and questions on the best 

methods to manage population sizes to ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴΧΦ !ǘ ƭƻǿ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎ 

variation over a short period is possible.  Low genetic variability can result in decreased fecundity, increased mortality, 

decreased disease resistance, and an overall loss oŦ ǾƛƎƻǊΦέ -- Singer, F.J. and K.A. Schoenecker, compilers.  aŀƴŀƎŜǊǎΩ 

summary ς Ecological studies of the Pryor Mountain Wild Horse Range, 1992-1997.  U.S. Geological Survey, 

Midcontinent Ecological Sciences Center, Fort Collins, CO, 2000. 

άCǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘed population of 14,000 in 1974 to an estimated AML of 2,750 in 2005, there will be an 80% reduction 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ ōǳǊǊƻ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΧΦ ²ƛƭŘ ōǳǊǊƻ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ пр҈Φέ  -- ά! {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƻ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜ 

Wild Burros at Appropriate Management LevŜƭǎΣέ .[aΣ WǳƴŜ нлллΦ 

Wild Horses and Burros as Scapegoats 

ά²ƛƭŘ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀōƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ  First, wild horses are 

Ǿŀǎǘƭȅ ƻǳǘƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǊŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘǎ ōȅ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪΧΦ  Second, wild horse behavior patterns make the 

ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ƭŜǎǎ ŘŀƳŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΧΦ ¢ƘƛǊŘΣ ǿƛƭŘ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻǾŜǊƎǊŀȊƛƴƎΧΦ CƻǳǊǘƘΣ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭŘ ƘƻǊǎŜ 

removals have taken place, BLM authorized livestock grazing levels have either not been reduced or have been 

increased thereby largely negating any reduction in forage consumption.  ς D!h wŜǇƻǊǘΣ άwŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΥ 

Improvements Needed in Federal Wild IƻǊǎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣέ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мффлΦ  

ά¢ƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƛƴ 

American history ς ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦέ  -- ά[ŀƴŘ IŜƭŘ IƻǎǘŀƎŜέ ōȅ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ [Φ CƭŜƛǎŎƘƴŜǊΣ tƘΦ5Φ, in 

Welfare Ranching: The Subsidized Destruction of the American West, edited by George Wuerthner and Mollie 

Matteson, 2002. 

ά.[a ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭŘ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 

areas from wƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦέ   ς D!h wŜǇƻǊǘΣ άwŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΥ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ bŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ 

CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ²ƛƭŘ IƻǊǎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣέ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мффлΦ 

.[aΩǎ CŀƛƭǳǊŜ 

ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мффл D!h ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  Formal BLM determinations of wild horse carrying capacities are as 

elusive as the creatures themselves.  Wild horse management decisions continue to be made within the BLM on a 

political rather than a scientific basis and in the political balance between horse and cow, the cattle industry almost 

always wins.  ς PubƭƛŎ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ άIƻǊǎŜǎ ǘƻ {ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΥ !ƴŀǘƻƳȅ ƻŦ ŀ /ƻǾŜǊǳǇ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘ IƻǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊǊƻ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ [ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣέ !ǇǊƛƭ мффтΦ 
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Beginning a few years after publication of Desertification, and continuing through the mid-1990s, the General 

Accounting Office prepared a number of reports ς some of them scathing indictments ς on the grazing program of both 

ǘƘŜ .[a ŀƴŘ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΧΦ ¢ƘŜ D!h ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƻǾŜǊƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊating 

western range conditions.  -- The Western Range Revisited by Dr. Debra L. Donahue, 1999. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊǊƻǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ 

ranchers and others in the misguided belief that these small numbers of animals pose a competitive threat to the 

Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎΦέ  -- Beyond Beef: The Rise and Fall of the Cattle Culture by Jeremy Rifkin, 

1992. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƭŀŎƪŀŘŀƛǎƛŎŀƭ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ mustangs makes it necessary for private conservation 

groups to constantly remain alert and follow the administration and enforcement of the law.  hǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΩ 

ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ōǳǘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  -- The Politics of Extinction by Lewis 

Regenstein, 1975. 

Save Money and Wild Horses and Burros 

άΧǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ōŜ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƛƭŘ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

forage consumption.  BLM's livestock grazing management program operates at a substantial loss.  Reducing the size of 

the domestic livestock program could, if accompanied by proportionate reductions in management costs, generate 

significant savings.  Further livestock reductions in place of wild horse removals would save the substantial expense of 

rounding up and disposing of the horses.  -- D!h wŜǇƻǊǘΣ άwŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΥ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ bŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 

Wild Horse Program, August 1990. 

ά/ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻƴ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ lead to a catastrophic collapse of the economies of the 

West.  hƴƭȅ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ǎƭƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎΦέ  -- ά¢ŀƪƛƴƎ {ǘƻŎƪ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ [ŀƴŘǎ DǊŀȊƛƴƎέ ōȅ 5ǊΦ 

Thomas M. Powers in Welfare Ranching: The Subsidized Destruction of the American West, edited by George 

Wuerthner and Mollie Matteson, 2002. 

άtǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ by more than $100 million last year in taxpayer subsidies, a small number of ranchers continue a practice 

ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘ ²Ŝǎǘ мрл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΧ  Who benefits? Mostly the rich. The Mercury News reviewed more than 

нсΣллл ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ōƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ΨwƻƭŜȄΩ ǊŀƴŎƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŀƴƎŜΦέ  -- 
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